     The Hippocratic Oath, created about 2,500 years ago, is not used today and has not been for many years. Before World War II, it has been estimated that fewer than a quarter of medical schools administered any oath to their graduating classes. In the last half century, for reasons attributed to the atrocities committed by German doctors in the concentration camps and the subsequent Nuremberg Trial, a resurgence in interest in oath giving occurred. This resulted in the creation of the Declaration of Geneva written in 1948, modified in 1983 by the World Medical Association. This oath is still a part of the graduation ceremony in many medical schools in the United States.  Similar renditions, with modification, are now used by most other medical schools as well    

      The difference is that the oaths now administered bear little resemblance to the Hippocratic Oath, while, however, in some instances they are still called that.  Medical colleges in the United States and, indeed, those around the world, have determined much of the content of the original Hippocratic oath is no longer applicable to current medical practice (for example, it would not allow for surgery). As a result, a variety of different oaths have been created and used by medical schools. Excerpts from some are noted below. The Hippocratic oath and a rarely used current oath make a pledge to a deity(ies). All other oaths do not, nor do they state any prohibitions to specific procedures or treatments in medical practice; prohibitions which are present in the oaths sworn to a deity.

The following are samples of oaths use by most medical schools:  

Yale: “I will respect the moral right of patients to participate fully in medical decisions that affect them. I will assist my patients to make choices which coincide with their own values and beliefs.”

AMA Code of Ethics, 1980: the physician will provide “medical service with respect for human dignity. The physician shall respect the law and also recognize a responsibility to seek changes in those requirements which are contrary to the best interest of the patient”

Louis Lasagna, M.D., Tufts Univ. College of Medicine, 1964 (this oath has been adopted by at least five medical schools): “It is given to me to save life, all thanks. But it may also be within my power to take a life; this awesome responsibility must be faced with great humbleness and awareness of my own frailty.  Above all I must not play at God.”

Louis Weinstein, M. D.  Arizona College of Medicine, AOA 1991:

“I shall always have the highest respect for human life and remember that it is wrong to terminate life in certain circumstances, possible in some, and an act of supreme love in others……When a patient for whom I have been caring dies, I shall have the strength to allow him or her to die with dignity and in peace.” 

Oath (prayer) of Maimonides, 12th century, used by approximately four medical schools: “Grant me the strength, time and opportunity always to correct what I have acquired, always to extend its domain, for knowledge is immense and the spirit of man extend indefinitely to enrich itself daily with new requirements.”   

 Declaration of Geneva/World Health Association “I will not permit religion, nationality, race, social standing, (and some schools have added sexual orientation) to intervene between my duty and my patient.”  (This oath is used by the University of Vermont, College of Medicine). 

Other oaths, currently in use by some medical colleges, include those created by the medical students. Still others are being modified currently, as that by the Dean Antonio M. Gotto, of the Wells Medical College of Cornell University, in 2005: “That above all else I will serve the highest interests of my patients through the practice of my science and my art, That I will be an advocate for patients in need and strive for justice in the care of the sick. “

